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Report to the Governor

“Electronic highways in the 21st 

century will move information at an 

unprecedented pace.

... Oregon's changing economy is 

becoming more information-

intensive and our success in the 

Information Age depends on 

providing services that allow efficient 

access to and distribution of 

information…



Quotation

(continued)

• Rural economic development 

and educational opportunities will 

ultimately depend upon the 

quality of telecommunications 

systems

• Health care training, diagnosis, 

and analysis can be delivered 

and maximized statewide through 

telecommunications

• Educating our children and 

(re)training our work force will be 

enhanced by it



Quotation

(continued)

• Full participation in an 

international [global] economic 

community requires a high quality 

telecommunications system

• Maintaining a quality environment 

and avoiding congestion 

depends in part on our ability to 

substitute information movement 

for people movement.”



Source

TELECOMMUNICATIONS:

OREGON'S NEXT TRAIL

Some Problems Today, Many 

Prospects Tomorrow

Report to Governor Roberts

prepared by

Task Force on Telecommunications

April 1991

http://library.state.or.us/repository/2009/200907281111202/index.pdf



Oregon Public Policy

• “…it is the goal of this state to promote access to 

broadband services for all Oregonians in order to 

improve the economy in Oregon, improve the 

quality of life in Oregon communities and reduce 

the economic gap between Oregon communities 

that have access to broadband digital applications 

and services and those that do not…”                 

[ORS 759.016(1)]  

• “It is the policy of the State of Oregon to promote, 

facilitate and encourage activities, projects and 

businesses that improve Oregon's Internet Protocol 

network infrastructure, performance and 

connectivity to the Internet backbone network and 

World Wide Web for the benefit of Oregon's 

commercial, educational, governmental and 

individual users.” (SJR 19 (2007))



Oregon Public Policy

• Public Safety: “It is the policy of the State of Oregon 

to encourage and support the rapid deployment of 

broadband telecommunications services in areas 

of the state where such services do not exist, to 

support redundancy of critical telecommunications 

assets in order to ensure homeland security 

protections in the state and to ensure that a secure 

conduit is available for emergency 

communications and public safety networks in all 

Oregon communities.” [ORS 401.706]

• It is the policy of the State of Oregon to promote 

and facilitate activities by Oregon's health care 

and education communities and their 

telecommunications providers to develop a 

network model that provides standards for 

interoperability, establishes a peering point for all 

health care and education telecommunications in 

Oregon and establishes peering agreements 

among health care and education networks that 

contain payment structures.” (SJR 20 (2007))







Oregon Broadband 

Advisory Council 

Mission

• Encourage coordination and collaboration 

between organizations and economic sectors

• Leverage the development and utilization of 

broadband for education, workforce 

development and telehealth

• Promote broadband utilization by citizens and 

communities. 

www.broadband-oregon.org



Oregon Broadband

Advisory Council

Members

The council members represent Oregon’s 

• Cities

• Counties

• Telecommunications service providers

• Tribes

• Educators

• Economic development organizations

• Public safety agencies

• Healthcare providers

• Office of the State Chief Information Officer

• Public Utility Commission

• State House of Representatives 

• State Senate 



2016 OBAC Agenda

• Community Broadband 

Strategic Planning

• Broadband Access K-12 

Schools

• Public Safety – FirstNet

• Disaster Recovery Planning

• Federal Funding for 

Broadband

• Cyber Security



OBAC Reports

www.broadband-oregon.org





Broadband  

Adoption by Region

Broadband 

Status..
Total

NW 

Coast
Portland

Central 

Coast

SW 

Oregon

North 

Central

Central 

Oregon

South 

Central
Eastern

Broadband at 

home 
82% 78% 85% 83% 79% 76% 83% 69% 67%

Not-at-home 

Internet User
4% 6% 4% 2% 4% 3% 5% 6% 4%

Dial-up 1% 3% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 4%

Internet Non-user 13% 14% 10% 13% 15% 20% 10% 24% 25%



www.oregonbroadbandplanning.org



Engaged Communities

Group 1 Communities

City of Eugene 

City of Sandy 

City of The Dalles - Wasco County Q-Life

Warm Springs Indian Reservation
Strategic plans were completed in 2013.

Group 2 Communities

Monmouth-Independence

Klamath and Lake Counties 

City of Myrtle Point

City of Sherwood
Strategic plans were completed in 2014.
.



Lessons Learned

• Power of local champions

• Power of local engagement

• Value of awareness

• Value of a structured process to 

convene community leaders

• Value of public libraries

• Value the time of volunteers



www.oregonbroadbandplanning.org







www.ochin.org





2015 Oregon Legislative Session

Bills were passed into law relating to broadband 

telecommunications in the areas of 

• 911 System enhancements  [HB 2426]

• Study strategies for broadband deployment, 

adoption and utilization   [HB 3274]

• Taxation and central assessment  [SB 611]

• Health Information Technology [HB 2294]

• Telemedicine reimbursement  [SB 144]

• Enterprise Zone E-commerce expansion [HB 2643]

• K-12 School infrastructure funding  [SB 447]

• Ports and telecommunications infrastructure [HB 3104]

• Oregon Broadband Advisory Council life extended to 

January 2020   [SB 140]



www.oregonconnections.info



A Work in Progress

• Broadband infrastructure will always be a 

work in progress as technologies and 

applications change over time.

• What constitutes broadband, e.g., 

transmission speeds of thousands of bits per 

second, millions of bits per second, or billions 

of bits per second will be a moving target.

• The Internet is emerging as the global 

platform for communication, business, 

government, education, information storage 

and distribution, and entertainment. 

• Competitive high-speed access to the 

Internet and telecommunications networks is 

essential for Oregon’s institutions, businesses 

and individual citizens.



Thank you.         

Christopher Tamarin

Telecommunications Strategist

Oregon Business Development Department

121 SW Salmon Street, Suite 205

Portland, Oregon 97204

503 508-0178

christopher.tamarin@oregon.gov


